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Flush your engines after running them in salt water, EVERY TIME, with a minimum of 15 GPM of water 
supplied.  DO NOT raise the engine RPM above IDLE as you could damage your exhaust system. 

Pressure check your exhaust system annually as a safety precaution.  This is a perfect time to change 
your impeller and housing for the annual maintenance program suggested by most engine manu-
facturers. 

If you �nd damage in your water pump, chances are that you will �nd debris in your heat exchangers 
as well.  These need to be thoroughly �ushed in both reverse and forward. If �owing water through 
them is di�cult, we suggest taking the ends o� and running wire through the exchanger tubes. 

Preventative Maintenance
For Your CMI Exhaust

If you notice that your exhaust system is discoloring in any 
area, water �ow should be reviewed to make sure that 
adequate water VOLUME is going through the system. This 
can be completed simply, with a water FLOW gauge. 

It is always a good idea to look over how your boat was 
plumbed at the factory.  Tight bent �ttings, �ttings under 1 
¼” ID in the water system, or reduced hoses should be 
replaced, as this will have an e�ect on the water FLOW to 
the system. 

If you “beach” your boat, you are at a higher risk than most 
for getting sand and other debris in your motor.  Avoid this 
method of parking your boat as it could get costly for you. 

Don’t be confused by water PRESSURE, as many OEM engine manufacturers measure water pressure 
in di�erent areas of the motor.  This number may not be telling you the real story of water FLOW.  
Your water pressure can be constant from the �rst day you bought your new boat.  The danger may 
be lurking in the water FLOW which could be caused by a plugged heat exchanger or kinked hose.  
This may be the culprit causing the good water pressure reading, when in actuality there is poor 
water �ow. 

External water pickups are strongly suggested as a solid method of retrieving a water source for your 
engine and exhaust system. 


